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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with str i k e through . The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). 

Please CANCEL claim 3, AMEND claims 1, 2 and 4-14 and ADD new claims 15, 16 and 
17 in accordance with the following: 

1 . (currently amended) A method of administering user rights of a software program 
that can b e i ncr e as e d i n numb e r licensed under an agreement in which, if at least a 
predetermined event occurs, the user rights of the software program can be expanded , 
comprising: 

managing user right information indicating the state in which the software program is 
used and the user rights; 

when at least the predetermined event occurs, detecting the occurrence of at least the 
predetermined event, sending notice indicating the occurrence of at least the predetermined 
event and acguiring information of an expandable range of user right to which the user rights 
can be expanded; 

updating the managed user right information, based on the acguired expandable range 
of user right information; and 

allowing the software program to be executed based on the updated managed user right 
information. 

a step of a usor right admin i strat i v e apparatus of d e t e rmining wh e ther a pr e d e t e rmin e d 
ev e nt has occurr e d; 

a step of sa i d us e r right admin i strat i ve apparatus of inform i ng a lic e ns ee of th e 
occurr e nce of sa i d pr e d e t e rm i n e d e v e nt; 

a st e p of sa i d li conso e of acqu i r i ng e xpans i on i nformation that caus e s sa i d user r i ght 
adm i nistrat i v e apparatus to r e vise us e r right i nformation i ndicat i ng a maximum number of us e rs 
p e rmitted to use said softwar e program; 

a st e p of sa i d l i c e ns ee of prov i d i ng said e xpans i on i nformat i on to sa i d us e r right 
administrativ e apparatus; and 

a st e p of said us e r right adm i n i strativ e apparatus of r e vising, i n r e spons e to a rec e pt i on 
of sa i d e xpans i on i nformation, sa i d us e r r i ght i nformat i on stored th e r e in. 
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2. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 1 , further comprising 
wh e r ei n sa i d pr e d e t e rm i n e d e vont is that a numb e r i nd i cat i v e of how many t i m e s sa i d lic e ns ee is 
not a ll ow e d to activat e sa i d softwar e program in a pr e d e t e rmined t i m e per i od b e cause no us e r 
r i ght remains unus e d e xc ee ds a pr e d e t e rm i ned numb e r, decoding the expandable range 
information, wherein the managed user right information is updated based on the decoded 
expandable range information. 

3. (cancelled) 

4. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 1 , further comprising 
wh e r e in sa i d st e p of r e v i sing said us e r r i ght information furth e r comprises: verifying the decoded 
expandable range information with predetermined verification information for verifying whether 
the decoded expandable range information is correct, wherein the managed user right 
information can be updated based on the verification. 

a st e p of rec e iv i ng an e xpansion cod e from sa i d li c e ns ee ; 

a st e p of d e cod i ng sa i d expans i on cod e to r e produce said e xpans i on i nformat i on; and 
a st e p of r e vis i ng sa i d us e r right i nformat i on us i ng sa i d e xpans i on i nformat i on. 

5. (currently amended) A method of administering a user right agreement of a 
software program in which, if at least a predetermined event occurs, the user rights of the 
software program can be expanded, comprising: Th e m e thod as c l aim e d i n claim 1, wh e r ei n 

managing agreement information containing the expandable range of the user rights and 
the effective period of the expansion, available in the case of the occurrence of at least the 
predetermined event; 

receiving a notice indicating the occurrence of at least a predetermined event; 

when at least the predetermined event occurs, generating expandable range information 
that allows the user rights to be expanded based on the managed agreement information; and 

expanding the user right of the software program in accordance with the generated 
expandable range information. 

said us e r r i ghts ar e i dentifi e d by r e sp e ct i v e i d e nt i fy i ng i nformation; 

sa i d us e r rights i nformation ind i cat e s wh i ch on e of said us e r r i ghts is i n an e ff e ctiv e stat e ; 

sa i d e xpansion informat i on i ndicat e s wh i ch on e of said us e r r i ghts i s to b e turn e d from an 
i n e ff e ct i v e stat e to an e ff e ct i v e stat e ; and 
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th e us e r right that i s i n the in e ff e ct i v e stato cannot act i vat e sa i d softwar e program. 



6. (currently amended) A method of administering user rights of a software program 
licensed under an agreement in which, if at least a predetermined event occurs, the user rights 
of the software program can be expanded, comprising: Th e m e thod as cla i m e d in cla i m 1, 
wh e r e in 

managing user right registration information indicating a user right identifier identifying 
the user right of the software program and whether the user right identifier is registered; 

when at least the predetermined event occurs, detecting the occurrence of at least the 
predetermined event, sending notice indicating the occurrence of at least the predetermined 
even, and determining whether the user right identifier is registered based on the managed user 
right registration information; and 

allowing the software program to be executed based on the determination. 

sa i d us e r r i ght admin i strativ e apparatus i nforms, i nst e ad of said licens ee , an agr ee m e nt 
administrat i v e apparatus that i ssu e s said e xpans i on i nformation, of th e occurr e nc e of said 
pred e t e rmined ev e nt. 

7. (currently amended) A method of administering user right agreement of a 
software program in which, if at least a predetermined event occurs, the user rights of the 
software program can be expanded, comprising: Th e m e thod as cla i m e d i n c l a i m 6, wh e r ei n sa i d 
e xpans i on information is prov i d e d by an agr ee ment adm i n i strat i v e apparatus i nst e ad of sa i d 
l i c e ns ee . 

managing user right registration information indicating a user right identifier identifying 
the user right of the software program and whether the user right identifier is registered; 

receiving a notice indicating the occurrence of at least a predetermined event; 

when at least the predetermined event occurs, determining whether the user right 
identifier is registered in response to receipt of an inguiry, and returning the result of the 
determination; and 

expanding the user rights of the software program based on the returned result of the 
determination. 

8. (currently amended) An apparatus administering user rights of a software 
program licensed under an agreement in which, if at least a predetermined event occurs, the 
user rights of the software program can be expanded, comprising: T he m e thod as claim e d i n 
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c l a i m 6, wh e r e in 

a management unit to manage user right information indicating the state in which the 
software program is used and the user rights; 

a detection unit to detect the occurrence of at least the predetermined event, and to send 
notice indicating the occurrence of at least the predetermined event; 

an acguisition/update unit to acguire, when said detection unit detection unit detects that 
at least the predetermined event has occurred, expandable range information up to which the 
user right can be expanded and to update the user right information managed by the 
management unit based on the acguired expandable range information; and 

a software execution unit to allow the software program to be executed based on the 
updated user right information managed by said management unit- 
sa i d agr ee m e nt adm i nistrat i v e apparatus r e tr ie v e s, i n response to a rec e pt i on of th e 
information of th e occurrenc e of said pr e d e t e rmin e d e v e nt, agr ee m e nt i nformation i ndicat i ng 
sa i d maximum numb e r corr e spond i ng to said softwar e program and said li c e ns ee ; and 
said agr ee ment administrat i v e apparatus g e nerates sa i d expans i on informat i on. 

9. (currently amended) An apparatus for administering user rights of a software 
program licensed under an agreement in which, if at least a predetermined event occurs, the 
user rights of the software program can be expanded, comprising: The m e thod as claim e d i n 
c l aim 5, wh e r ei n 

a management unit to manage user right registration information indicating a user right 
identifier identifying the user right of the software program and whether the user right identifier is 
registered; 

a detection unit to detect the occurrence of at least the predetermined event, and to send 
notice indicating the occurrence of at least the predetermined event; and 

a software execution unit to determine, when said detection unit detects that at least the 
predetermined event has occurred, whether the user right identifier is registered based on the 
user right registration information managed by said management unit, and to allow the software 
program to be executed based on the determination. 

sa i d agr ee m e nt administrat i v e apparatus retr ie v e s, in r e spons e to a r e c e pt i on of th e 
information of th e occurrenc e of said pr e det e rmin e d e v e nt, agroom e nt informat i on i nd i cating 
wh i ch on e of said us e r r i ghts is i n an effect i v e stat e ; and 

sa i d agreem e nt adm i n i strat i ve apparatus g e n e rat e s sa i d expans i on i nformat i on 
ind i cating wh i ch on e of said us e r rights is to b e turn e d from said i n e ff e ct i ve stat e to sa i d e ff e ct i v e 
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stat e , 

10. (currently amended) An apparatus for administering a user right agreement of a 
software program n which, if at least a predetermined event occurs, the user rights of the 
software can be expanded An adm i n i strativ e syst e m of us e r r i ghts of a software program that 
can b e incroasod i n numb e r , comprising: 

a management unit to manage agreement information containing the expandable range 
of the user rights and the effective period of the expansion, available in the case of the 
occurrence of at least the predetermined event; 

a reception unit to receive a notice indicating the occurrence of at least a predetermined 

event; 

a generation unit to generate, when at least the predetermined event occurs, expandable 
range information that allows the user rights to be expanded based on the agreement 
information managed by said management unit; and 

an expansion to expand the user right of the software program in accordance with the 
generated expandable range information. 

a commun i cat i ons unit; 

a s e condary storage unit; and 

a c e ntral proc e ss i ng unit that d e t e rmin e s whothor a predetermined ovont has occurr e d, 
i nforms a l ic e ns ee of th e occurrenc e of said pr e d e t e rm i n e d e vont, and revises, i n respons e to a 
r e c e ption of an e xpans i on i nformation, us e r right i nformat i on stored ther e in, 

wh e r ei n 

sa i d l i c e ns ee acquir e s sa i d e xpans i on informat i on that caus e s said us e r right 
adm i nistrat i v e apparatus to r e vis e sa i d us e r right information ind i cating a max i mum numb e r of 
users p e rmitted to uso said softwar e program; and 

sa i d lic e nse e provid e s sa i d e xpans i on informat i on to sa i d us e r right administrat i v e 
apparatus. 

11. (currently amended) An apparatus for administering user right agreement of a 
software program in which, if at least a predetermined event occurs, the user rights of the 
software program can be expanded, comprising: Th e adm i n i strat i v e syst e m as c l aimod in claim 
10, wh e r ei n 

a management unit to manage user right registration information indicating a user right 
identifier to identify the user right of the software program and whether the user right identifier is 
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registered; 

a reception unit to receive a notice indicating the occurrence of at least a predetermined 

event; 

a determination unit to determine, when at least the predetermined event occurs, 
whether the user right identifier is registered in response to receipt of an inguirv, and to return 
the result of the determination; and 

an expansion unit to expand the user rights of the software program based on the result 
of the determination returned by said determination unit. 

sa i d user rights are i dent i fi e d by r e sp e ct i v e i dent i fying i nformat i on; 

sa i d us e r r i ght i nformat i on i ndicates wh i ch ono of said user rights is in an e ff e ct i v e state; 

sa i d e xpansion information i ndicat e s which on e of sa i d user rights i s to b e turn e d from an 
i n e ff e ct i v e stat e to said e ff e ct i ve stat e ; and 

th e us e r r i ght that i s i n the i n e ff e ctive stat e cannot act i vat e sa i d softwar e program. 

12. (currently amended) A computer readable recording medium storing a computer 
program that causes a computer to administer user rights of a software program licensed under 
an agreement in which, if at least a predetermined event occurs, the user rights of the software 
program can be expanded An admin i strat i v e syst e m of agr ee ment i nformat i on of a softwar e 
program i n wh i ch user r i ghts can b e incr e as e d in numb e r , the computer program comprising: 

instructions to manage user right information indicating the state in which the software 
program is used and the user rights; 

instructions to detect, when at least the predetermined has occurred, the occurrence of 
at least the predetermined event, to send notice indicating the occurrence of at least the 
predetermined event, to acguire expandable range information up to which the user rights can 
be expanded; 

instructions to update the managed user right information based on the acguired 
expandable range of information; and 

instructions to allow the software program to be executed based on the updated user 
right information. 

a commun i cat i ons un i t; 

an secondary storag e unit; and 

a c e ntra l proc o ss i ng unit that r e tr ie v e s, i n r e spons e to a r e c e pt i on of informat i on of an 
occurr e nc e of a pr e dotorminod ovont, agr ee m e nt i nformation i ndicat i ng a maximum numb e r 
corr e sponding to sa i d software program and a li c e ns ee , and gen e rat e s an e xpans i on 
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informat i on that oausoo an adm i nistrat i v e apparatus of us e r r i ghts. 



13. (currently amended) A computer readable recording medium storing a computer 
program that causes a computer to administe r adm i n i st e rs user rights of a software program 
licensed under an agreement in which, if at least a predetermined event occurs, the user rights 
of the software program can be expanded that can b e i ncr e as e d i n number, wh e re i n said 
comput e r program caus e s a comput e r to , the computer program comprising : 

instructions to manage user right registration information indicating a user right identifier 
identifying the user right of the software program and whether the user right identifier is 
registered; 

instructions to detect, when at least the predetermined event has occurred, the 
occurrence of at least the predetermined event, to send notice indicating the occurrence of at 
least the predetermined event, and to determine whether the user right identifier is registered 
based on the managed user right registration information; and 

instruction to allow the software program to be executed based on the determination 

det e rm i n e wh e th e r a pr e det e rm i n e d e v e nt has occurr e d; 

i nform a li c e ns ee of an occurr e nc e of a pr e determined event; and 

r e v i s e , in r e spons e to a r e c e ption of e xpansion i nformation, user right informat i on stor e d 

th e r e in; 

wh e r ei n 

said li c e ns ee acqu i r e s sa i d e xpansion i nformat i on that caus e s to r e v i s e said us e r r i ght 
i nformat i on ind i cat i ng a max i mum number of us e rs p e rmitt e d to use sa i d softwar e program; and 
sa i d l ic e ns ee prov i d e s said e xpansion information to said comput e r. 

14. (currently amended) Tbe-A_computer readable recording medium as cla i m e d i n 
c l a i m 13, wh e r e in storing a computer program that causes a computer to administer a user right 
agreement of a software program in which, if at least a predetermined event occurs, the user 
rights of the software program can be expanded, the computer program comprising: 

instructions to manage agreement information containing the expandable range of the 
user rights and the effective period of the expansion, available in the case of the occurrence of 
at least the predetermined event; 

instructions to receive a notice indicating the occurrence of at least a predetermined 

event; 

instructions to generate, when at least the predetermined event occurs, expandable 
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range information that allows the user rights to be expanded based on the managed agreement 
information; and 

instructions to expand the user right of the software program in accordance with the 
generated expandable range information. 

said us e r rights ar e id e nt i fied by r e spoctiv e i d e nt i fy i ng informat i on; 

sa i d us e r rights i nformation i nd i cates which on e of sa i d us e r rights is in an e ff e ct i v e stat e ; 

sa i d e xpans i on i nformat i on indicates which on e of sa i d us e r r i ghts i s to b e turn e d from an 
i n e ffect i v e stat e to an effect i v e stat e ; and 

the us e r r i ght that is in th e i n e ff e ct i ve state cannot act i vate said software program. 

15. (new) A computer readable recording medium storing a computer program that 
causes a computer to administer a user right agreement of a software program in which, if at 
least a predetermined event occurs, the user rights of the software program can be expanded, 
the computer program comprising: 

instructions to manage user right registration information indicating a user right identifier 
identifying the user right of the software program and whether the user right identifier is 
registered; 

instructions to receive a notice indicating the occurrence of at least a predetermined 

event; 

instructions to determine, when at least the predetermined event occurs, whether the 
user right identifier is registered in response to receipt of an inquire, and to return the results of 
the determination; and 

instructions to expand the user rights of the software program based on the returned 
result of the determination. 

16. (new) A computer readable recording medium storing a computer program that 
causes a computer to administer a user right agreement of a software program by: 

managing user right registration information indicating a user right identifier identifying 
the user right of the software program and whether the user right identifier is registered; 

receiving a notice indicating the occurrence of at least a predetermined event; 

determining, when at least the predetermined event occurs, whether the user right 
identifier is registered in response to receipt of an inquire, and returning the results of the 
determination; and 

expanding the user rights of the software program based on the returned result of the 
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determination. 

1 7 (new) A method of administering a user right agreement of a software program, 
comprising: 

managing user right registration information indicating a user right identifier identifying 
the user right of the software program and whether the user right identifier is registered; 

receiving a notice indicating the occurrence of at least a predetermined event; 

determining, when at least the predetermined event occurs, whether the user right 
identifier is registered in response to receipt of an inquire, and returning the results of the 
determination; and 

expanding the user rights of the software program based on the returned result of the 
determination. 
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